
 

 

 
 

SERVING THE KING 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DANIEL READING GUIDE 
There are 20 guided reading's here, with questions and things to think about. 
Hopefully it will help you read all of Daniel in a month or so.
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Introduction 
If Daniel was married his wife wouldn't need to nag him. He is like the guy who waits for the green 
man when there's no cars for miles in either direction. He is irritatingly right, and he sticks to his guns 
– to the point of awkwardness, and beyond.  
 
That's one way to view Daniel. Here's another.  Daniel is a young man who is a long way from home, 
in every way you can think of. He feels pressure to abandon his convictions and become like 
everyone else. But he knows that God is faithful and powerful, so he keeps on trusting – even when it 
means being different.   
 
Daniel is held up for us Christian battlers – as an example of how to keep trusting when we feel a 
long way from the home God has prepared for us in heaven. 
 
But there's far more to this book. The bigger picture shows us the pattern of human kingdoms coming 
and going – while God remains sovereign. We see man-made kings humbled before the creator God. 
And we see glimpses of God's king who will rule forever.  
 
As we read Daniel we ought to be encouraged by God's sovereignty and his faithfulness. We ought 
to be inspired by Daniel's tenacity and trust. And we can't help but gain a more complete picture of 
Jesus as our King. 
 
 

Prayer for the Month 
Why not pray this prayer before each reading? 
 

Heavenly Father,   
Blessed be your name for ever and ever, 
to you belong wisdom and might. 
You change the times and seasons; 
you remove kings and set up kings. 
your kingdom endures for ever.  
Please help us to trust you 
and to live with Jesus as our king. 

Amen. 
(adapted from Daniel 2:20-21 & 4:3) 
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Reading 1 Daniel 1:1-2, Deuteronomy 28:45-57 
Read Deuteronomy 28:45-57 – a reminder of what will happen to the Israelites if they do not obey.  
 
Now read Daniel 1:1-2 – and you'll notice how brief it is in recording the defeat of Jehoiakim. There 
are no details given of the battle or the siege or civilian casualties – nor any of the human pain. The 
only detail which is brought to our attention is in verse 2.  
 
1. What do you think might be the symbolic significance of Nebuchadnezzar's actions in verse two? 
 
2. Who are these shocking events ultimately attributed to? 

 
These first two verses set the scene for the rest of Daniel. We are reading about the struggle 
between kings and their gods – between the Lord God and worldly powers. We will be reminded that 
God remains in control. 
 
Ponder 
Shinar (in v2) – is where the Tower of Babel was built (Genesis 11). The tower symbolises human 
arrogance. I think we are supposed to see a connection here. 
 
Prayer ideas 

Pray that we would not be so foolish as to set ourselves up against God. 
 

Reading 2 Daniel 1:3-21 
It would have been easy for Daniel and his friends to give-in – after having been on the losing end of 
warfare, then taken away from their homes and then trained to serve a foreign king. Instead they kept 
trusting God. 
 
1. The Chaldeans1 were the ruling cultural group in Babylon. Their world was dominated by priests, 
astrology, philosophy and literature. Can you list ways in which you think the four Jewish boys might 
have struggled in this situation (v3-4). 
 
2. Daniel asked not to eat the king's food (v8). Do you think there is anything significant about where 
Daniel chose to draw the line? Or is it more important that he drew the line somewhere? 
 
3. Have a go at constructing a time-line of the kings who ruled in Babylon while Daniel was there  
(Read  1:1, 5:1-2, 5:30, 6:28, 1:21). Cyrus is the king who lets the Israelites return to Jerusalem and 
rebuild the city walls and temple (Ezra 1:1-4). Now notice the significance of 1:21 - Daniel lived 
through the entire span of the exile! 
 
Ponder 
Daniel was a long way from home – in every way. But God was in control, and so Daniel kept trusting 
God, even when it meant being different. In many ways Daniel is held up for as an example of how to 
live as aliens and strangers in this world (compare 1 Peter 1). 
 
Prayer ideas 
Pray for similar conviction and trust in God – even when it means being different.  
 

 
1  Daniel and his friends are to be trained in the language and the literature of the Chaldeans. In biblical terms that 
takes them back to before God called his people. Remember God called Abram to leave Ur of the Chaldeans and go to 
the land of Canaan (Genesis 11).  
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Reading 3 Daniel 2:1-24 
Chapter 1 introduced us to the battle between the religion of Babylon, and the God of Israel. Here in 
chapter 2 the battle heats up. 
 
1. What is it that places the king's demand beyond the realm of man? (v10-11 compared v2-4, 7-9) 
 
2. Either Daniel has incredible trust in God – or he's prepared to take a risk. Which do you reckon? 

(v14-17, 24). 
 
3. Daniel's actions are vindicated, but this does not go to his head. Instead he praises God. Have 

another read of v20-23 and note down the characteristics and qualities of God which Daniel gives 
thanks for.  
 

Ponder 
We can't expect that God will choose to get us out of every tight. But do you think there are instances 
in your life where a little more trust would go a long way? 
 
Prayer ideas 
Thank God for his sovereign care and control over everything in this life. 
 

Reading 4 Daniel 2:25-45 
 
1. Have a go at drawing and labelling the image which the King saw (v31-35) 
 
2. What can we say about each of the five kingdoms in this vision? (v36-45)? What makes the fifth 

and final kingdom distinct from the others. 
 

Ponder 
The main point of the dream is that God lets human kings rise and fall – but His own kingdom, which 
He will establish, lasts forever.  Go back and look again at the way Daniel addresses 
Nebuchadnezzar (v 37-38). How does his choice of words demonstrate Daniel understands the 
implications of the vision? 
 
Prayer ideas 
Pray we would recognise human rulers and institutions for what they are. 

Reading 5 Daniel 2:46-3:30 
Lets take this reading in chunks. 
1. Read Daniel 2:46-49. Do you think Nebuchadnezzar is primarily acknowledging God or Daniel? 
2. Read 3:1-7. Do these events change your answer to question 1? 
3. Read 3:8-23. On what basis do Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego defy the king? 
4. Read 3:24-30 Is Nebuchadnezzar acknowledging that God is God, or that God is a god? What 

makes you think this? 
 
Ponder 
Why is it so easy for us to suppress the truth about God? 
 
Prayer ideas 
Pray that God would humble you to serve him. 
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Reading 6 Daniel 4:1-37 
This chapter is a little unusual in that it is written in the first person – like the confessions of 
Nebuchadnezzar. There are similarities with the first vision Daniel explained and interpreted (in 
chapter 2) but there are differences.  
1. Read the whole chapter fairly quickly (read 28-37 if you're pressed for time). Note down anything 

that sounds like 'reason' for God to judge Nebuchadnezzar. Also note any possible signs of 
repentance on the part of Nebuchadnezzar. 

 
2. What do you think Nebuchadnezzar would call 'the moral of his story'? (perhaps v37) 
 
Ponder 
We may not be kings like Nebuchadnezzar – but his experience is close to heart. Jesus said, “How 
difficult it will be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:23).   
 
Prayer ideas 
Pray that you would be prepared to give up everything to serve God. 
 

Reading 7 Daniel 5:1-30 (5:1-9, 17-31 if pushed for time) 
We jump in time now – to when Belshazzar (Nebuchadnezzar's son 5:2,13) ruled in Babylon.  
1. Do you think Belshazzar's treatment of the temple treasures is any worse than  Nebuchadnezzar's 

actions (Daniel 1:2)? 
 
2. Which do you think the king found more frightening – the hand which wrote on the wall, or the fact 

that the ‘wise’ people could not understand the writing (v6, v9)? 
 
3. From verse 18 on, Daniel draws comparisons between Belshazzar and his father 

Nebuchadnezzar. What difference, does Daniel draw our attention to? (v22-23) 
 
Ponder 
Here we have another king who is slow to acknowledge God. He mocks God by his actions, and is 
ignorant in his unbelief and unaware of what his father had discovered about God. 
 
Prayer ideas 
Pray for friends and family who make a habit of ignoring God. 
 

Reading 8 Daniel 6 
We move now to the next King in Babylon. Darius the Mede. There are a lot of similarities between 
the events of this chapter, and what happened under Nebuchadnezzar's rule in chapter 3?  Let's read 
the chapter in two parts. 
1. Read 6:1-18. The presidents, prefects and satraps used their position of power to manipulate the 

king, to trap Daniel. Is there anything that Daniel could have reasonably done to 'save his skin' 
without lowering himself to the standard of these men? 
 

2. Read 6:19-28. Here we have a clear case of the wicked being punished, and the righteous being 
saved. But will God always rescue us if we trust him? 

 
Ponder 
Ponder the cost of being followers of Jesus in this world where the wicked will prosper for a time. 
Prayer ideas 
Pray that we would expect persecution, and that we would learn to trust, whatever the outcome, 
knowing that in his own time, God saves and God vindicates. 
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Reading 9 Daniel 2:20-23; 4:3, 34b-35; 6:26b-27;  
Time to reflect a little on what we have seen so far. You would have noticed that there are a number 
of 'choruses' or 'poems' in the first six chapters. Go back and re-read them now. 
 
1. List the ways that God is being acknowledged and praised in these verses. 

 
Prayer ideas 
Praise God for who he is. 
 

Daniel chapters 7-12 
 There is a change at the beginning of chapter seven. The first six chapters retell stories and events 
during the exile. Each event is linked to the reign of one of the kings in Babylon. The remaining 
chapters recount visions Daniel saw during the reign of these kings.  
 The visions have become known as 'apocalyptic' in genre. Here's a few general tips for reading the 
apocalyptic parts of the Bible.  
- first, read chunks. In the case of Daniel, read the whole vision. 
- second, get a 'feel' for the big picture without being distracted by details. You wouldn't get a 

magnifying glass and examine the pixels on your computer screen – but without the pixels you 
wouldn't have a picture. It's similar with apocalyptic literature. Be a bit 'arty' and let the details blur, 
so you can appreciate the complete picture. 

- third, resist the temptation to identify characters in the vision with real people and places – 
unless the interpretation is given for you. Apocalyptic is more about showing the way God acts, 
than about particular events. 

 
 Added to this – is the importance of understanding the shape of the book. We saw in 1:1-2 that it is a 
book about the battle between human rulers and God's sovereignty. As we read the visions, we 
ought to be less concerned about who the various kings and beast are, and more concerned with 
what we are being shown about God and the way he chooses to act. 
 
 

Reading 10 Daniel 7:1-14 
We'll concentrate on the vision today, and the interpretation tomorrow. 
1. Read 7:1-8. These four beasts come from the sea which the four winds of heaven stirred up. Is 

there anything 'pleasing to the eye' about these beasts?  
2. How is the fourth beast different to the first three?  
3. Read 7:9-10. Here we have a second scene. What does it depict? 
4. Read 7:11-12. Notice how the two scenes come together. 
5. Read 7:13-14. what makes this 'one like a son of man' different to the beasts? And how is his 

authority/position different to theirs? 
 
Ponder 
Without going into any depth, verses 9-10 give us a glimpse of God – the ancient of days – in 
sovereign control over all these events, whatever they may be. 
 
Prayer ideas 
Thank God for his power and justice. 
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Reading 11 Daniel 7: 15-28, Mark 14:61-63 
1. What is the 'short' version of the interpretation of this vision? (v15-18) 
2. We must keep the 'short version' clear in our head. But Daniel wants to know more. (v19-28). We 

are NOT told who the fourth Kingdom represents – so resist the temptation to identify it. What do 
these verses show about the way God acts? 

3. What is there in this vision which might a. comfort Daniel and b. alarm him? 
4. Read Mark 14:61-63. In the gospels Jesus refers to himself as 'the son of man'. Here in Mark 

Jesus identifies himself with the man in Daniel's vision. What is Jesus claiming regarding his 
Kingdom? 

Prayer ideas 
Thank God for making Jesus our eternal king. 

Reading 12 Daniel 8 
1. Read 8:1-14. Have a go at drawing the flow of events in this vision. 
 
2. Now Read 8:15-27. Daniel meets Gabriel2 who explains this vision – but the explanation still feels 

a little vague! While Gabriel identifies two of the main players, there are others left unidentified. 
Resist the temptation to work it all out, because we are not told.  What we can say, is that there is 
a recognizable pattern to this vision. Have another read of Daniel 2:36-45. What similarities do 
you notice? 

Ponder 
Notice the initial vision gave promise of the sanctuary being restored (v14) – no doubt causing Daniel 
to think about rebuilding the temple. However Gabriel says a number of times (v17,19,26) that these 
things are still way off. Can you imagine Daniel’s mixed feelings! 
Prayer ideas 
Thank God for the privileged position we are in. We can understand how God's plans and purposes 
are complete in Jesus.  

Reading 13 Daniel 9:1-19 (Deut 30:1-3) 
Daniel must have read God's word a lot, enough to put most of us to shame!  He discovered, from 
reading Jeremiah (perhaps Jer. 25:12ff), that the exile would last for 70 years (v2).  
1. What did he also know, from reading the words of Moses? (v11-13 compare Deut. 30:1-3)  
 
2. Do you think Daniel is confessing his own sin, or the sin of his people? Or both? (compare v8, 

v11). How would you summarise their wrong-doing? 
 
3. Daniel doesn't pray 'you promised 70 years, so now let us out of here'! On what does he base his 

appeal to God? (e.g. v18b) 
 
Prayer ideas 
Thank God for his mercy, patience and love. 

Reading 14 Daniel   9:1-5, 16-19 
Pause in Daniel 9 and reflect on the way Daniel prays. 
1. In what ways does Daniel let his understanding of God's plans and purposes shape the way that 

he prays? 
2. What specific things ought we be motivated to pray for – based on our own understanding of 

God's word, his plans, and his purposes? 
 
Prayer ideas 
Ask God to help you see the world his way – and to be motivated to pray for his plans and purposes. 

 
2 is this the same messenger who speaks to Zechariah and then Mary in Luke's gospel? 
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Reading 15 Daniel 9:20-27 
Daniel receives a quick reply to his prayers (v20-23). He hears is a mix of good and bad. 
1. Daniel prayed for forgiveness. What does vs24 look forward to? 
2. Daniel prayed the restoration of God's honour. What do vs25 predict? 
3. God answers Daniel's prayer. And God ensures him that He is in control of history. But everything 

is not quite as Daniel might have expected.  
4. What can Israel expect after a return from exile vs25b-27? 

 
Ponder 
Why is it harder to pray when we think we won't see an answer in our life-time?  
 
Prayer ideas 
Thank God for dealing with sin. Ask him to continue to help you trust him. 
 

Reading 16 Daniel 10 
Chapters 10-12 should be read in one go. So do. In the meantime we'll tackle it bit by bit.3 
 
1. Daniel has seen a shocking vision (v1,7) – but we are not told what it was. List the small hints we 

get at the content of the vision (e.g. v1, 14...) 
2. The vision plays havoc with Daniel. How does the messenger comfort him (v11-12, 19 and 

following) 
3. There are indications that another battle is being waged. What are we told about this battle? (v13, 

20-21) 
Ponder 
Perhaps the other battle is the sort of thing Paul had in mind (Ephesians 6:10-20). What we know is 
that Jesus has conquered all. But we don't have a messenger to comfort us, we have Jesus himself 
interceding for us in heaven. 
Prayer ideas 
Thank God that he hears our prayers – as he heard Daniel’s prayers. Thank God that he comforts 
and cares for us, even when things are tough. 
 

Reading 17 Daniel 11 
It is a long reading today – so read quickly! 
1. What familiar features can you see in these verses (ideas and themes that we've already come 

across in Daniel)? 
2. What is the fate of each of the kings? 
 
Ponder 
We have already seen (e.g. Day 1, Deut 28) that God is working to a plan. A plan which he revealed 
glimpses of in advance.  There are people and places that could be identified as the 'fulfilment' of 
much of this chapter. At the same time, I wonder if we are not simply supposed to notice the same 
cycle repeating – human kings come, human kings go. These men make their stand against God – 
but then they are gone.  
 
Prayer ideas 
Ask God to help us trust that Jesus will return, and put an end to the cycle of sin, judgement and 
death. 

 
3 Daniel 10:1 places us in the third year of King Cyrus. In his first year Cyrus permitted many Israelites to return to 

rebuild Jerusalem(Ezra 1:1). 
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Reading 18 Daniel 12 
Now we turn our attention to the end of the cycle of chapter 11. 
1. What to God's people have to look forward to? (v1-4) 
2. Daniel wants to know when this will happen – but he doesn't get a straight answer. What is he told 

to do instead? (v9, 13) 
3. What can Daniel expect in the meantime (v10) 
 
Ponder 
In many ways we stand in Daniel's shoes, as we wait for the resurrection. The wise wait,  while the 
wicked act wickedly. 
 
Prayer ideas 
Pray that Jesus would return soon, but that we would patiently wait. 
 

Reading 19 Hebrews 11:1-40 
1. The writer to the Hebrews uses OT people as examples of what it means to have faith in God and 

to persevere. Where would Daniel fit in this chapter? 
 
2. What do each of these people have in common (11:13-16, 39-40)? 
Ponder 
Having heard the truth about Jesus we have a much more complete understanding of God's plans 
and purposes than any of these people. We know the fulfilment of all of God's promises – Jesus our 
king. Shouldn't it be easier for us to trust? 
 
Prayer ideas 
Pray that God would keep us trusting in Jesus until we are called to the home that he has prepared 
for us. 
 

Reading 20 Daniel 1:8, 2:14-15, 3:12, 4:37, 6:10, 7:13-14 
Read back over these selected verses from Daniel and make a list of things you've learned and been 
reminded of.  
 
Prayer ideas 
Thank God for his sovereign power and control, his faithfulness, mercy and love. 
Thank God for Daniels example of trust – even when it means being different.  
Pray that you too would keep trusting. 
Pray that God would humble friends and family members who need to acknowledge Jesus as their 
king.  


