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…you became a MODEL to all the believers… 
THE LORD’S MESSAGE RANG OUT FROM YOU… 
your faith in God has become known EVERYWHERE 

1 Thessalonians 1:7-8 
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GROWTH GROUPS 
 

 
In Growth Group we aim to help each other read, understand and apply the Bible,  
but Growth Group is more than just a Bible study. Our Growth Group is also 
intended to enable us to share our lives, pray with each other and encourage each 
other to share the truth about Jesus with others.  
 
Why not organise a social event with your group – perhaps to share a meal 
together? And aim to have one week where you do not do a normal Bible study, 
but instead spend that time praying together? Perhaps plan a social which you can 
invite friends to? 
 
Our Growth Groups are open to visitors – so feel free to invite someone you’ve met 
at church. Or invite someone who does not attend church.  
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MODEL CHRISTIANS II 
AN INTRODUCTION TO 2 THESSALONIANS 

 
 
Pray together: Pray for each other and some of the things you have spoken about 
since you arrived. 
 
 

READ 2 THESSALONIANS 
Have a read of a print-out of 2 Thessalonians with a pen in your hand. Mark anything 
that's interesting or raises questions. Talk freely about the things you notice - BUT 
don't try to answer questions yet, instead keep your scribbled-on pages and bring 
them next week and for the rest of our time studying 2 Thessalonians. 
 
When you've done reading and scribbling – write down three things you would like 
to ask Paul (if you could) about his letter to the Thessalonians.  
 
 
1. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

3.  
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MODEL CHRISTIANS II 
AN INTRODUCTION TO 2 THESSALONIANS II 

 
Pray together: Pray for each other and some of the things you have spoken about 
since you arrived. 
 

BACKGROUND TO 2 THESSALONIANS 
Let’s get a feel for the context into which the apostle Paul wrote this letter. Pick up 
the story in Acts chapter 17. Paul (a converted Jew - Acts 9), Silas (or Silvanus - a 
leader in the church at Jerusalem - Acts 15:22), and Timothy (a new recruit - Acts 
16:1-5), found themselves in Thessalonica.  
 
Read Acts 17:1-10 

1. Where did Paul preach and what was his message? 
 

2. How long do you think Paul, Silas and Timothy, were in Thessalonica? 
 

3. How did the Thessalonians respond? 
 
After a short stay Paul and his friends were hustled out of town. 
 
Read Acts 17:11-15 
Not only did the 
Thessalonians push Paul and 
his friends out of 
Thessalonica, they pursued 
them to Berea. The new 
Christians in Berea helped 
Paul on his way to Athens. 
Silas and Timothy stayed-on 
and eventually re-joined 
Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:1-5). 
 
We can only imagine the 
challenges for Christians in 
Thessalonica. Upon becoming Christians, they would no doubt have been up 
against some stiff opposition. However, it is surprising how keen the Thessalonian 

http://www.ccel.org/bible/phillips/JBPhillips.htm 
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Christians appear to be when we read Paul's first letter (probably written when 
Timothy and Silas re-joined Paul in Corinth - Acts 18:1-5,1Thes. 3:6).  
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

4. How did the new converts imitate Paul, Silas and Timothy? 
 
5. How were the new Christians in turn a 'model'? 
 
6. Have another look at 1:9-10. How would you describe the change in the 

Thessalonians? 
 

7. What do you think it would be like to live next door to these people? 
 
People in a wide area comment on the new Christians in Thessalonica (v 8). Have a 
look on a map at how vast Macedonia and Achaia are. Of course they didn't have 
TV, email or phones back then.  
 
The Christians in Thessalonians are waiting for Jesus to return – and that is 
significant for understanding Paul's second letter (2 Thessalonians). Have a brief 
look at these verses. Notice how there is mention of Jesus' return at the end of 
each chapter. Read 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 2:19, 3:13, 5:23. In chapter 4 Paul has 
even more to say. 
 
Read 1Thessalonians 4:13-5:11  

8. List some things Paul says about the second coming of Jesus. 
 
The new converts in Thessalonica are concerned about believers who die before 
Jesus returns. Paul educates and encourages them. Notice in particular 5:2 – the 
'day of the Lord' will come like a thief in the night. 

 
9. What do you think we can learn from the example of the Thessalonian 

Christians?  
 
Read 2Thessalonians  
 

10. Why do you think Paul wrote his second letter (2 Thessalonians)? 
 
Pray that we would be model Christians (in the way we respond to the Gospel) 
and ready for Jesus to return. 
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The picture can't be displayed.SIGNS OF GROWTH 
2 THESSALONIANS 1 

 
 
 
Pray together: Pray for each other and some of the things you have spoken about 
since you arrived. 
 
We used to mark our kid's height on the side of our fridge. It gave us a visible 
appreciation of their physical growth, and it was fun. If you were to look for visible 
signs of growth in young Christians – what sorts of things would you look for?  
 
 
We looked at Acts and 1 Thessalonians, to get a feel for what the new Christians in 
Thessalonica were going through. These young Christians were models in how they 
took God's word seriously, and in how they persevered through trials. Their lives 
were transformed by the gospel. 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4 

1. Paul says he and his friends ought to keep thanking God for the Thessalonian 
Christians because their faith is growing. He sounds like a proud parent. What 
signs of growth does he actually mention? 

 
 

  
2. What do you think similar growth would 'look like' for Christians in our church? 

 
 
 
The keen young Christians in Thessalonica were growing. However, as a realistic 
'parent' Paul knows they will be tempted to doubt. How much can you put up with 
before you start asking; “why would God let this happen to me?” Paul encourages 
them with the truth that God is just and fair. Let's have a look. 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

3. What evidence is there that God is just? (v5) 
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4. How else will we see God's justice (v6ff)? 
  
  
5. When Jesus returns - what will happen to those who don't “obey the Gospel 

of our Lord Jesus”? And what will happen to those who believe? 
  

 
 

6. How do you think these truths might encourage the Thessalonians and shape 
their attitude toward others? 

 
 

  
7. It's a reality check isn't it? What do you find distracts you from the reality of 

Jesus' return, and the judgement he will bring?  
 

 
   

Paul's prayer-life puts us to shame. He claims he and his friends pray constantly for 
the Thessalonians. Let’s have a look at how they pray. 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 

8. What do you think it means to be 'counted worthy of God's calling'? 
 
 
9. What sorts of actions might be 'prompted by faith'? And how might those 

actions result in Jesus' name being glorified? 
 
 
The young Christians in Thessalonica are models for us to follow (as Paul claimed 
in 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10). They are growing in their faith, persevering and actively 
living-out their faith. 

10. Come back to where we started – what sorts of signs should we look for 
in our lives – to indicate that we, as God's Children, are growing? 
 
 

Pray for each other as we seek to remain focused on trusting Jesus and living for 
him. 
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ARE WE THERE YET? 
2 THESSALONIANS 2 

 
Pray together: Pray for each other and some of the things you have spoken about 
since you arrived. 
 
What do you find unsettling about 'end times', Armageddon, and all that? 
 
 
This week we come to one of the key issues in Paul's letter to the Christians in 
Thessalonica – rumours that the day of the Lord is already here. 
 
The Old Testament prophets looked forward to ‘the day of the LORD’. Amos, for 
example, waited for a day of judgement for Israel. Isaiah looked ahead to when 
Israel and the nations would be judged. The day of the LORD was a day when 
God would finally bring justice.  
 
New Testament Christians believe the day of the LORD has commenced with the 
first coming of Christ, but will not be fully consummated till Jesus returns. We 
live in the 'overlap of the ages'. We have the benefits of the day of the LORD 
now, but not yet.  
 
Old Testament perspective 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Testament Perspective 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day of The LORD  

arrival of the Messiah 

 

arrival of Jesus 

 

2nd coming 

Overlap 
Now but not yet 

Day of The LORD 
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The Christians in Thessalonica were the day of the LORD to be consummated at 
the return of Jesus (1 Thessalonians 4:13ff in particular). Like the kid's in the back 
of the car calling out 'are we there yet?', 'how much longer Paul?'  
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 

1. What is Paul concerned about? 
 
 
2. What might be unsettling for the eager young Christians in Thessalonica? 

 
 
 
2 Thessalonians chapter 2 is one of the most intriguing chapters of the New 
Testament. Let’s be careful that our curiosity doesn’t get us distracted from what 
Paul is saying. 
 
A good tip when reading a tricky part of the Bible is to start by understanding 
the big picture, and then fit the details in with the big picture. So, let’s get a feel 
for where Paul is heading and what his main point is.  
 
In v3 Paul says 'NO WE ARE NOT THERE YET' – Jesus has not returned. Let's 
jump ahead to the other end of the chapter.  
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 

3. How are these verses encouraging? 
 
 
 
The start and end of the chapter show that the big point of this chapter is - Jesus 
has not returned yet, so stand firm and don't get unsettled. The verses which we 
are about to delve into support this central argument. So let's come back to 
those tricky bits. 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 

4. What needs to happen before Jesus returns? 
 
 
5. What can we say with certainty about 'the man of lawlessness'? 
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We must be wary of jumping to conclusions because we don’t have all the 
information which the Thessalonians had. 2 Thessalonians 2:5 says there are 
things we are not aware of but which Paul has spoken about with the 
Thessalonians.  
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:6-8  

6. Something, or someone, is preventing the lawless one from being seen for 
who/what he is. Yet in verse 7 the power of lawlessness is already at work. 
How will we know that this lawless is finally being revealed? 

 
 
7. What is there to fear while we wait for Jesus to return? 

 
 
 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12  

8. What is the coming of the lawless one characterised by? 
 
 
 
9. Who is likely to be deceived by the counterfeit signs? 
 
 
 
10. What part does the 'truth' play in all this? 
 

 
 
 
Paul is not describing the timing of the coming of the lawlessness (he does not 
say ‘when’), but instead Paul describes the characteristics of his coming (what 
will happen). Paul does not tell us who the 'man of lawlessness' is. Whoever it is, 
he's out to deceive. But it's only those who do not love the truth (v10), and those 
who have not believed the truth (v11) who will be deceived.  
 
To the young Christians in Thessalonica, unsettled by claims Jesus has returned, 
Paul says – no he has not, but you can expect such deception to come. Don't be 
shaken, rather stand firm in the truth and remember what we have told you. 
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11. We will know without a doubt when Jesus has actually returned. Until then, 

what sort of things might unsettle our patient trust and hope? What 'rumours' 
should we be wary of? 

 
 

Pray that we would stand firm – with our confidence in the gospel of Jesus and 
not shaken by end-time rumours. 
 
 
 

Some further thoughts 
Some people are very quick to draw links between 2 Thessalonians, Daniel 
and Revelation. Many identify the man of lawlessness as the anti-Christ and 
construct a sequence of events before Jesus returns, and after Jesus returns. 
They are only guessing – because Paul does not tell us who the man of 
lawlessness is. 
 
What is clear is Paul does not know when Jesus will return (e.g. 1 
Thessalonians 5:2).  Which makes sense because even Jesus says HE doesn't 
know when he's coming back! (e.g. Mark 13:32).  
 
What is likely is that Paul uses an apocalyptic style of writing, mimicking 
Daniel from the OT, to paint a picture in such a way as to demonstrate that 
God is in control, and God is working to a plan – even if Paul is not privy to 
the details of such a plan. 
 
What is interesting is that Jesus does a similar thing when his disciples push 
him to reveal signs and times! In Mark 13 Jesus encourages his disciples not 
to be deceived, but to stand firm and be on their guard. And Jesus paints a 
similar picture to what Paul does, but Jesus has more to say. 
 
In our study today, we've seen how you can read 2 Thessalonians chapter 2, 
understand what Paul is saying, be encouraged, rebuked, corrected and 
trained in righteousness – without needing to specifically identify the man of 
lawlessness!  

 
 



2 THESSALONIANS – MODEL CHRISTIANS II  PAGE 11 

 

GROWTH GROUP PRAYER 
  

The plan is to spend our Growth Group time praying. Rather than have a marathon 
prayer time we’ll break it up. Talk around each of these points (one or two at a time) 
then pray for what you have discussed. Then more to the next area and do the 
same. Shorter prayers and praying more than once each can make your prayer time 
more conversational.  
 

For each other 
 
 

Non-Christian friends 
 
 

For Church 
KPC Kids 
Youth Group 
Growth Groups 
NightChurch 
Morning Church 
Kids Club 
Various people 

Elders 
 
Property 

 
Missionaries 

 
 
Other.... 
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NEVER TIRE OF DOING RIGHT 
2 THESSALONIANS 3 

 
Pray together: Pray for each other and some of the things you 
have spoken about since you arrived. 
 
We can easily become weary of doing what we know to be good or right. 
Sometimes it may involve things which are illegal – like J walking or fudging the 
tax return or the like. Other times we might get fed-up with doing things we feel 
are good – like making meals for couples who have just had their first child, or 
getting up a little earlier to do some exercise! 
 
What good and right things do you feel yourself becoming tired of doing? 
 
It would seem Paul has addressed the major issues which he wrote to the 
Thessalonians Christians about. However, he still has a couple of things to say, so 
he begins to wrap-up his letter “finally.” 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:1-3  
As Paul starts to wind-up he asks the Thessalonians to pray. 

1. What specific prayer points does Paul mention? 
 
 
2. How does understanding the situation into which Paul is writing help us 

appreciate the significance of these prayer points? 
 
 
3. What could we learn from Paul's enthusiasm for the gospel? 

 
 
Paul would like the Thessalonians to pray for himself, Silas and Timothy, that they 
would see the gospel 'rush-out' and be 'honoured', just like it did when they 
came to Thessalonica. Remembering the trials they endured - he asks them to 
pray they would be spared the same again. Either way Paul takes comfort in 
knowing God is faithful. 
 

The picture can't be displayed.
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Paul started by asking the Thessalonians to pray for him - but in vs 3 his concern 
turns to the Thessalonians. Did you notice? We expect him to say, 'but the Lord is 
faithful he will protect us” but instead his attention has turned to the young 
persecuted Christians in Thessalonica. 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:3-5 
 
Paul is confident that the Thessalonians will listen to him, and persevere. So he 
encourages the Thessalonians by sharing his confidence with them. But now he 
has to address specific issues.  
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

4. What does Paul mean by idle? 
 
 
5. What should be done with those who are idle? 
 
 
6. Is Paul speaking about idle non-Christians, or idle Christians, or idle 'might-

be-Christians'? 
 
 
7. How were Paul Silas and Timothy an example to the Thessalonians? 

 
In v11 Paul identifies idle 'brothers'. Or some English versions simply say ‘there 
are some among you’ who are idle. He may be giving them the 'benefit of the 
doubt' when he includes them among the believers - but he is not talking about 
people who do not even profess to be Christians.  
 
It would appear their idleness involves laziness and inability to earn their own 
'bread'.  Paul argues he was carefully NOT to be lazy when he was with them. In 
fact he and Silas and Timothy worked night and day, so they would not be a 
burden – not because they didn't deserve assistance, but because they wanted to 
be an example. The principle Paul wants them to have clear is in vs10 “If a person 
will not work, they shall not eat.” 
 

8. What implications, if any, might this principle have for Christians making use 
of the welfare systems which our government has set up? 
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9. Does it mean that it is wrong for someone to give up their 'day job' and be 
paid to preach the gospel? 

 
 
10. What should we do with, and for, Christians who are made redundant, or 

who are unemployed? 
 
 
Verse 13 would imply the majority of the Thessalonians are doing well, they are 
not idle. However, there are some who need to be told to work (v12). And in vs 
14 it seems there are 'brothers' who might not listen to Paul. This could either be 
the idle brothers not taking the warning, or another group of people.  
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 

11. What are they to do with a ‘fellow believer’ who does not listen to Paul?   
 
12. What is the motivation in doing this? 
 

 
Paul is not trying to get the Christians in Thessalonica cut themselves off from the 
world. The motivation is to see the one who is in error come back.  

13. Discuss what this may mean for us in our church community. 
 
 
Let's make sure we are encouraging each other not to tire of doing good. 
 
The ‘finally’ of 2 Thessalonians 3:1 introduced another few points, but now he 
really has reached the end. Have a read of the closing verses and note both 
Paul’s encouragement and reminder that it's HIM writing (remember 2:1). 
 
Read 2 Thessalonians 3:16-18 
 
 
Pray that we would be actively living out our faith in Jesus and helping each 
other be busy servants of God. 
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RECAP 
In our first study we read through 2 Thessalonians and noted down three 
questions we would want to ask Paul about this letter. Have a look back and 
discuss what questions are now answered or still un-answered. 
 


