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G r o w t h  G r o u p s  
 
Growth Group is more than just a Bible Study – we also want to pray, and share our lives 
together. However, it’s time spent studying the Bible that ought to shape everything else that we do. 
In our Bible Study time this term we will be looking at the Old Testament book of Joshua 
 

 

Joshua 1:1-18, 24:28-33 
The Faithfulness of The LORD 

 

Joshua 2:1-24, 6:22-27 
The Mercy of The LORD 

 

Joshua 3:1-4:24 
The Power of The LORD 

 

Joshua 8:1-35 
The Judgement of The LORD 

 

Joshua 9-11 
Serving The LORD Who Saves 

  

Joshua 12-21 
The Provision of the LORD 

  

Joshua 23-24 
Fear and Serve the LORD 

 
 

 

A  B r i e f  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  O T  B o o k  o f  J o s h u a  
 
Joshua is a book about a Land. We are reading the account of how the Israelites fought the 
Canaanites and took possession of their land. 
 
Joshua is a book about a promise. The land that the Israelites claim was promised to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob and their descendants. It was promised to them, by the LORD.  
 
Joshua is a book about the LORD. It is the LORD who brings the nation of Israel to the flooded 
Jordan river, and across the river. It is the LORD who drives out the nations before Israel, and fights 
their battles for them. The LORD does all this because He is faithful to His promises. 
 
Joshua is a book about learning to fear the LORD and faithfully serve Him alone. As we read the 
book of Joshua we witness the fickle faith of Israel, the steadfast promises and power of God, and 
the constant reminders that the LORD is the God of all the earth – we too must fear and serve Him 
alone. 

“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors 
worshipped beyond the River Euphrates and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.”  

Joshua 24:14 (NIV) 
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T h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  b o o k  o f  J o s h u a  1 
 Chapters 1-4  Entering the Land 

The book opens “after the death of Moses,” anchoring what follows into the history of Israel. 
Joshua is commissioned to lead Israel into the land.  Joshua prepares Israel (ch1), sends spies 
(ch 2), and leads Israel across the Jordan river (ch 3-4).  

Chapters 5-12 Taking the Land 

The Israelites pause on the other side of the Jordan, to circumcise their men (ch 5). Then 
Joshua obediently supervises the people as God gives Jericho into their hands (ch 6). This 
should have led to further victories and conquest, but the sin of Achan (ch 7) and falling for 
the Gibeonites deception (ch 9) serve as reminders to fear the LORD and obey him alone. The 
Israelites continue their conquest of the land – until finally they have rest from war (11:23). 

Chapters 13-21 Possessing the Land 

These chapters give an account of the land conquered and yet to be conquered, and the 
allocation of all the land to each of the Tribes of Israel.  

Chapters 22-24 Retaining the Land 

The Ruebenites, Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh return to their allotted land, East of 
the Jordan River (ch 22). Joshua prepares for his death (ch 23-24), reminding the people of all 
the LORD has done for them, and challenging them to fear and serve the LORD in the land. 

 

A  f e w  q u i c k  t i p s  f o r  r e a d i n g  J o s h u a 2 
Joshua is Scripture, so it is “God-breathed” and “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness”.3 As with reading any part of the Bible we submit to the authority of God’s word and pray 
that God would open our hearts and minds to understand and convict us of ways we need to change so we 
are faithfully living with Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.  
 
But each book in the Bible is different in form. Joshua is very different to a Gospel (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
John) or epistle (eg. Colossians, Ephesians, Romans…). It is a different genre and written at a different time. 
The way we read Joshua is different to the way we read other parts of the Bible.  
 
Joshua is Old Testament narrative. Being narrative it is descriptive rather than prescriptive. That is, it tells 
us what happened rather than giving us direct instructions for how to live. However, Joshua is not just ‘dry’ 
history. Joshua is Old Testament prophecy. In a Hebrew Bible you will find Joshua as the first of the 
prophetic books.  As a prophetic book we hear God speak, revealing himself to us, as the narratives of 
Israel’s history is told.  
 
Being Old Testament, we must read it from a New Testament Perspective.  So, as we read Joshua, rather 
than simply use Israel as an example of how to (or how not to) live, we should ask questions like;  

“Why are we being told this?”  
“What is the narrator showing us about the character of God?”  
“What are we being shown about the character of humans?”  
“Where does this fit in God’s unfolding plan of salvation through Jesus?” 
“How does this point to the need for Jesus to come?”  
“How has Jesus fulfilled/changed things?” 
“What is the same/different for us as Christians today?” 

 
Enjoy reading Joshua and pray that God would continue to teach you to fear and serve Him. 

                                            
1 compare:    Dale Ralph Davis, Joshua. Christian Focus Publications Ltd, Scotland, 2000. 
2 Why not have a read of: Graeme Goldsworthy, Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture. IVP, 2000. 
3 2 Timothy 3:16 
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Study One 

The Faithfulness of The LORD 
Joshua 1:1-18, 24:28-33 

 
 
 
The book of Joshua opens “after the death of Moses” and then introduces Joshua as Moses’ successor. 
 

1. What do you know about Moses?  
Who was he? What did he do? What should we know about him? 

 
2. What do you know about Joshua? 
 
 

The Story so Far 
In Genesis chapter 12 we read that God promised Abram a land where his descendants will become a great 
nation of people. God promised to bless all people through Abram. Abram gathered everything and went 
to the land God promised - but he only ever lived as a tent-dwelling nomad in that land. By the end of 
Genesis Abram’s promised ‘nation’ had grown into twelve sons of Jacob. But they were living in Egypt! 
  
In Exodus we read how God appoints Moses to bring his people, Israel, out of Egypt. After ten plagues the 
Israelites leave Egypt, cross the Red Sea, and gather around Mt Sinai. Moses approached God on the 
mountain and received the Law from God. Meanwhile the fickle Israelites make a golden calf and worship it. 
It is Moses who pleads with God not to completely destroy the people.  
 
In the rest of Exodus and in Leviticus Moses oversees the construction of the Tabernacle and the sacrificial 
system. And God leads the people to the border of the promised land, where they send in twelve spies 
(Numbers 13). Ten spies report there was no hope of taking the land – only Joshua and Caleb trust the 
LORD enough to believe He would do it. Heeding the report of the ten the Israelites rebelled against God. 
God threatened to totally destroy them. Again it is Moses who pleads with the LORD to spare the people. 
God listens to Moses. But God tells Moses and Aaron that a whole generation of Israelites will die in the 
desert - only Joshua and Caleb will enter the land (Numbers 14).4  
 
In Deuteronomy after forty years of wandering in the desert, Moses calls the Israelites together and 
reminds them of what God has done for his people Israel. Moses restates God’s commands and laws. Then 
Moses prepares to hand-over to Joshua, so Joshua can lead the Israelites into Canaan. 
 
 

 Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

3. Put yourself in Joshua’s shoes. What concerns might you have as you take-over from Moses? 
 
 

 
 

                                            
4 Moses and Aaron are also barred from entry (Numbers 20:12) because they too failed to trust the LORD enough to obey his instructions and 

honour Him. 
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The Story in Joshua 
We are going to have a look at the start and the finish of the book – to appreciate the shape of the whole 
lot. You’ll see that trust in God and His promises is being encouraged from start to finish. 

 Read Joshua 1:1-5 

4. What did the LORD tell Joshua to do? 
 
5. What encouragement did the LORD give Joshua? 
 
6. Have a look at the map below while re-reading Joshua 1:4. Roughly shade the ‘land’ God 

promised the Israelites – as you think about the scope of the task ahead of Joshua. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Read Joshua 1:6-9 

7. How many times are the LORD’s words repeated; “be strong and courageous”? What instruction 
or encouragement is added each time? 

 
8. What will lead to ‘success’ for Joshua? 

 

 Think about it  

1. What does “be strong and courageous” mean? 
 

2. What is the connection between ‘trust’ and ‘obedience’? 
 
 

 Read Joshua 1:10-18 

3. What instructions does Joshua give? 
 
 

Oxford Bible Atlas 3rd Ed OxfordUniversityPress1984 Herbert G May – scribble added! 
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4. How are his instructions to the Reubenites, Gadites and half-tribe of Manasseh different to the 
instructions given to all Israel? Why?5 

 
5. How do the people of Israel respond to Joshua? 

 
Over coming weeks we’ll discover that the 
Israelite’s commitment is not as complete as 
Joshua might have hoped.  For now, come 
to the end of the book and see how it 
finishes. 
 

 Read Joshua 24:28-33 

6. Do you think the book of Joshua has 
a happy ending? Why / Why not? 

 
7. Is there significance in the location 

of the three burials mentioned? 
 

Mention of Joseph’s bones calls to mind Joseph’s trust that the LORD would bring His people into the land 
he promised (Genesis 50:22-26). The LORD is faithful to His promises. He is powerful to keep His word. He 

can be trusted, and He must be feared and obeyed.    
 

Joshua and US 
We are being encouraged to trust God whose plans and purposes outlived Joseph, Moses and now Joshua. 
In the New Testament Hebrews 11 commends Joseph (11:22) and Moses (11:23-28) for trusting God, but 
then tells us that they, along with all the Old Testament people of God, looked forward to what we now 
have in Jesus. In Jesus we have forgiveness and free access into the presence of the LORD of all the earth.  

If the Old Testament  Israelites had to learn to fear and serve God based on the little they knew of 

God’s plans – how much more ought we who have been shown the beginning and the end? 

 

 Think about it  

8. Do we fear God, and trust God enough?  
 

9. How ought we to be ‘strong and courageous’?  
 

10. Hebrews 13:5 quotes Joshua 1:5 amid a list of exhortations that follow from Hebrews 12:28-29. Read  
Hebrews 12:28-29 and 13:5-6.  

a. Do we have anything to fear?  
b. Why might the writer to the Hebrews call Joshua 1:5 to mind? 

 
 
Some things to pray about 

That we would learn to trust God more and more 
… 
  

                                            
5 You may need to be familiar with Numbers 32 to understand why the Reubenites, Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh are settling east of the 

Jordan. 
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Study Two 

The Mercy of The LORD 
Joshua 2:1-24, 6:22-27 

 
 

Talk about it 

What should our Christian life communicate and demonstrate to others about the character of the 
God we serve? 
 

Not so secret spies 

Last time Israel prepared to enter the land of 
Canaan they sent in spies – and Joshua was one of 
them. You might argue spies were not the best idea. 
Still, Joshua follows the same game-plan and sends 
spies across the flooded Jordan River, and into the 
city of Jericho. 
 

 Read Joshua 2:1-7, 24 

1. What signs are there in the passage that the 
spies did not do a good job? 
 
 

2. How does Rahab save the spies? 
 
 

3. What report do the spies bring to Joshua? (v24) 

 Think about it  

4. What information did Joshua gain and do you think he needed to send spies? 
 
 

 Read Joshua 2:8-13 

5. Why does Rahab say she helped the spies? 
 
 

6. What does Rahab know about the LORD? 
 
 

7. How does Rahab place herself at the mercy of the LORD?  

 Think about it  

What did it cost Rahab – to place herself at the mercy of the LORD and His people?  
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 Read Joshua 2:14-24, 6:22-27 

8. What happened to Rahab when Israel destroyed Jericho? 
 
 
Rahab, a prostitute, found a new home in the nation of Israel and her story has been preserved – lasting 
evidence of the incredible mercy of the powerful God who made people melt in fear! No doubt the story of 
Rahab was told again and again, even beyond the borders of the nation of Israel. She is mentioned in 
Hebrews 11:31 as a person who had faith. Presumably Rahab is the same Rahab listed in Matthew 1:5 as the 
great-grandmother of King David.   
 

 Think about it  

9. How does the story of Rahab demonstrate God’s mercy? 
 

10. How ought Rahab’s story give hope to us as Gentile sinners? 
 
 
James holds Rahab up as an example of someone who genuinely trusted God. 
 

 Read James 2:14-17, 25-26 

11. How will genuine faith be known? 
 
 

12. In what way is Rahab an example of faith? 
 

 Think about it  

13. How might Rahab’s whole-hearted commitment 
have been a challenge to Israel? What about to 
us? 
 

 
14. What does your life communicate to others 

about the God you serve? Do people see in you 
and in your life - the mercy of God and the 
power of God?  

 
 

 
Some things to pray about 

That we would know and show the mercy of God 
… 
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Study Three 

The Power of The LORD 
Joshua 3:1-4:24 

 
Talk about it 

What are some examples of ‘monuments’ that have been set up? 
 
What are they enduring reminders of? 

  
Today we will read an amazing demonstration of God’s power – and about a lasting monument to remind 
the Israelites, and others, of God’s power. And to cause the Israelites to fear God and serve him. 
 

 Read Joshua 3:1-5, 15a 

1. Where are the Israelites to camp? 
 

2. What are they to prepare for?  
 

 Think about it  

3. We’re told (in v15a) that the Jordan river is in flood. What sort of things do you think might have 
been going through the minds of the Israelites? 
 
 

The ark was a visual demonstration of the fact that God 
was with his people. The Israelites had forty years of 
wandering in the desert – always setting up the 
Tabernacle in the centre of their camp with the ark in the 
Most Holy place in the Tabernacle. Every time the cloud of 
God’s presence lifted from the Tabernacle the people 
would set out.  
 
These Israelites would have grown up following the ark of 
the LORD. And now they will be called o to follow the ark 
across the Jordan River…  
 

 Read Joshua 3:6-17 

4. How did the Israelites, and all their belongings, get across the flooded Jordan river? 
 

5. What did Joshua say this ought to demonstrate? 
 

 Think about it  

6. How would this amazing day ‘exalt’ Joshua (v7) and give confidence to the Israelites (v9)? 
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 Read Joshua 4:1-24 

5. What were the people told to do with stones 
from the middle of the River? 
 

6. Why was a stone monument erected? (v22-24) 
 

7. What are the people of the earth to know? 
 

8. And what are Israel to do? 
 

 Think about it  

9. Was it necessary for God to show his power in the way he did? 
 

10. Should the Israelites have needed to erect a monument? 
 

11. Aren’t the Israelites only catching up to where Rahab is already at? 
 

Again we see the faithfulness of God, and the mercy of God – as he goes out of his way to bring his people 
into the land he promised them. God does it in such a way that he gives his people concrete evidence of his 
tremendous power. This pile of rocks is the first in the book of Joshua, but it is not the last. You could argue 
that there are seven ‘rock-piles’ in the book. Seven monumental reminders to teach the people to fear the 

LORD, God of all the earth. 

 
Mitchelton Presbyterian Church Bible studies step through each of these seven 'rock-piles' - http://media.mpc.org.au/resources/2011/sg/joshua-01.pdf 

 
Those boulders served their purpose but for us perhaps it is our lives lived in service of God that ought to 
have a similar effect – in showing others the faithfulness, the mercy and the power of our great God. 
 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” 
John 13:35 (NIV) 

 
 
Some things to pray about 

That knowing the power of God would cause us to fear him and live for him  
… 
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Study Four 

The Judgement of The LORD 
Joshua 8:1-35 

 
 
 

Deadly Danger in Disobeying 

Joshua Chapter 8 begins with the account of the Israelite victory 
over the city of Ai. However this is their second attempt, so what 
have we missed? After Crossing the Jordan the Israelites paused 
and circumcised all the uncircumcised males among them (ch 5). 
Then they obediently followed God’s instructions and saw 
Jericho fall to them (ch 5-6). However Achan disobeyed God. 
Achan’s hidden sin meant God did not allow the first attack on 
the city of Ai to succeed.  
 

 Read Joshua 6:24, 7:1, 10-11, 19-21, 24-26. 

1. How did Achan sin? 
 

2. What can you say about God’s anger? 
 
Over Achan’s body the Israelites piled rocks – a reminder of the 
fierce and righteous anger of God. God’s anger at those who will 
not fear Him and obey Him.  
 
We pick up the story with preparations for a second attack on Ai. 

 Read Joshua 8:1-2 

3. What will be different to Israel’s previous attack on Ai? 
 
 
Achan died not so much for taking the spoils of battle – but because, in doing so, he disregarded the 
specific instructions of God. This time God gives the spoils to the people. If Achan hadn’t doubted God’s 
generosity and provision – perhaps he may not have given-in to the covetous desires that led him to 
disobey God.  

 Think about it 

4. Can you think of any ways in which our failure to trust God’s provision (wealth, health, 
relationship) could lead us to covet, and possibly give in to temptation by disobeying God? 
 
 

 Read Joshua 8:3-29 

5. Who is in control of the battle tactics? (what makes you say this) 
  

6. Where did Joshua have another pile of rocks built?  
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 Think about it 

7. Any thoughts on what this pile of rocks may have 
been a monument to, or a reminder of?  

 
 
The hanging of the King of Ai may appear gruesome (v29). It 
certainly would not have been a pleasant sight. But we should 
note that it was not the means of his death – the hanging 
came afterwards. It was more likely symbolic of being cursed 
(Duet. 21:22-23). The Israelites were God’s means of brining 
judgement on these nations (Leviticus 18:24-25, Deut. 9:4-5). 
Rather than be thrown by the gruesomeness we ought to be 
sobered by the symbolism. God’s anger and God’s judgement 
are very real. This is the consequence of ignoring the God of 
all the earth.  
 
 
Perhaps it was the reminder of the seriousness of sin (Achan 
and the city of Ai) that motivated Joshua to use this time to 
initiate a process of covenant renewal – maybe a further 
attempt to teach the people of Israel to fear their God. 

 Read Joshua 8:30-35 

8. What specific things does the narrator mention to 
show Joshua is obeying everything he has been told to do? 

 
 
Appropriate fear of the LORD will lead to obedience as well as trust. Trust that God knows what is best and 
knows how to be fair and righteous. However the lesson in fearing God is not over for the nation of Israel – 
in the next chapter they fail again! 
 

 Think about it 
9. In Romans we read “for the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord”. (Romans 6:23).  What danger is there in downplaying either the first or the last part of 
the verse? 

 
 
 

 
Some things to pray about 

Confess your sin to God and ask him for forgiveness 
  … 
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 Study Five 

Serving The LORD Who Saves 
Joshua 9-11 

 

 
 

Rules of Engagement 
So far we’ve seen Joshua commissioned to lead God’s people into the promised land. We’ve seen them 
cross the flooded Jordan River on dry ground, conquer Jericho in a most unusual way and destroy the city 
of Ai. Can you imagine the effect on the hearts and minds of the other occupants of the land - as they 
watch this homeless nation push its way into their land, destroying everything in its path.  
 
In all this Joshua is working to some very strict rules of engagement that pre-date his time. Check it out. 
 

 Read Deuteronomy 7:1-11 

1. What are Israel to do to the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and 
Jebusites? 
  

2. Why are Israel to treat the nations in this way? 
 

3. Why has the LORD chosen Israel? 
 

Joshua has the task of picking-up where Moses left-off. It is his job to be obedient to the LORD, and bring 
God’s judgement on the nations. But for the next few minutes we’ll focus on how the nations respond to 
God’s plan. We’ll see two responses – firstly, the response of the Gibeonites and secondly the response of 
king of Jerusalem. 
 
 

The Gibeonite response   

 Read Joshua 9:1-15 

4. How do the Gibeonites escape certain 
destruction? 

 
5. What news are they responding to?  

 
6. What terms do they offer God’s people, 

Israel?  
 

Yes, this story is a tangled web. The Gibeonites 
are far from honest. Meanwhile Joshua and the 
Israelites are hasty - they fail to enquire of the 
LORD.  
There are certainly some indiscretions. But in 
the end a treaty is made and ratified by an 
oath. The Gibeonites have escaped the certain 
judgement of God. 
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 Read Joshua 9:16-27 

7. Once the charade is over,  what do the Gibeonites say their motives were? 
 

8. Who and where do the Gibeonites end up serving? 
 
It was terrible fear of the power of God and his people that motivated the Gibeonites to throw themselves 
at the mercy of God’s people. In the end they find themselves serving the LORD by providing wood for His 
altar.  

 Think about it 
9. Sure there is some murkiness in the details – but aren’t we like the Gibeonites - throwing ourselves 

at the mercy of Israel’s king – Jesus, escaping God’s certain judgement, and giving our lives in 
service of Him. What do you think? How are we the same / How are we different? 
 

 

Adoni-Zedek’s response  
Now let’s look at the second response to God’s plan, instigated by Adoni-Zedek, king of Jerusalem.  

 Read Joshua 10:1-5 

9. How does Adoni-Zedek, respond to news that Israel and Gibeon have made a treaty of peace? 
 

 Think about it  

10. How is the Adoni-Zedek’s response to hearing about God and Israel different to the response of the 
Gibeonites? 
 

11. Under threat of destruction who/what does Adoni-Zedek put his trust in? 
 

 Read Joshua 10:6-15 

12. In what ways did God help Israel win the battle? 
 
 
 

Learning to Serve the LORD who Saves 
Both Israel and Gibea were recipients of God’s mercy 
that day. Sure Gibea got in by the back-door, but they 
were spared again. 
 
Adoni-Zedek and his allies were not just fighting 
Gibea, they were taking on Israel. And more than that, 
their battle was against the God of heaven and earth! 
They did not stand a chance. One can only wonder 
what went through the minds of the kings as they sat 
trapped in a dark cave. 
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 Read Joshua 10:16-28 

13. Looking past the gruesome details – what lasting lesson was Joshua attempting to leave with the 
Israelites?  

 
14. Another stone monument (v27). Joshua is leaving a trail of reminders across the land. What purpose 

do you think this monument might serve? 
  

 
The rest of chapter 10 tells how Joshua led Israel though the land, conquering city after city, leaving no 
survivors.  And the account of Israel’s conquest continues to the end of chapter 11. Jump ahead and see 
how that chapter finishes. 
 

 Read Joshua 11:15-23 

15. Why did the Hivites (and presumably the other nations as well) wage war against Israel? 
  

16. What is God’s plan in all this? 
 
 

God’s judgement is real. Ever since Adam and Eve rebelled against God everyone in this world have been 
destined to die, and face judgement. Our only hope of escape is to throw ourselves at God’s mercy, and rely 
on the means of salvation that He has provided – Jesus death in our place.  Here in Joshua we can see God’s 
Judgement and God’s mercy – but nowhere do we see them more clearly than in the cross of Christ. 
 
Let’s finish this Bible study on a positive note!  
 

 Read  Romans 5:9-11 

17. On what grounds can we be confident that we will escape God’s wrath? 
 
 

 Read  Romans 12:1-2 

18. What is the appropriate response to God’s mercy? 
 
 

 Think about it  

     How are we going at learning to fear God and serve him alone? 
 

 
 
Some things to pray about 

Thank God for the amazing way that he saves us from our sin 
… 
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Study Six 

The Provision of the LORD 
Joshua 12-21 

 
There are a lot of chapters for us to cover – but we are only 
aiming for an overview. Start at Joshua 12:1 and read out the 
section headings6 in your Bible - to get a rough feel for what is 
covered.  Then pause at the end of chapter 21. 
 

 Read Joshua 21:43-45 

The LORD gave his people L______  and R_______.   
 
He fulfilled every P___________.  
 

 Read Genesis 12:1-5 to remind yourselves of the original 
promise God made to Abram.  
 
Abram had a son – Isaac, who had a son Jacob. God changed Jacob’s name to Israel. Israel had twelve sons 
– the beginning of twelve tribes. Using Genesis 46:8-25 complete this list of the ‘tribes’ that make up the 
nation of Israel.  
 

1. Reuben            
 
2. ______________ 
  
3. ______________ 

 
4. ______________ 
 
5. ______________ 

 
6. ______________ 
 
7. ______________ 
 
8. ______________ 

                        ________________  
9. Joseph _______/ 

                                         \ ________________  
10. ______________ 
  
11. ______________ 
 
12. ______________ 
 

                                            
6 The section headings are not part of the Bible – they were put there by the editor, and they are different in every translation. So perhaps pick one 

person to read out their headings as you all flick through the chapters, 
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Thomas V. Brisco, Holman Bible Atlas (, Holman ReferenceNashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998) 
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Come back and look at some details of God’s provision for Israel - beginning with the tribes on the East of 
the Jordan River.  

 Read Joshua 13:8-15, 24, 29, 32-33 and use the map opposite to locate the areas mentioned 

1. Who allocated land to these tribes, and when? 
 

2. Why did the Levites miss out? (v14, 33) 

 Think about it  

3. How is the LORD the Levite’s inheritance? What is being said here? 
  

Perhaps the Levites are to serve as a reminder that there is something more important than all this land – 
that they ought not prize the land more than the LORD who has given it to them? The Levites, and all Israel, 
should be able to say that the LORD is their inheritance, even if their land is taken away (eg. Psalm 73:26).  

   

 Read Joshua 14:6-15 and note where Judah’s allotment is on the map 
4. How did the tribe of Judah receive their allotment? 
    

 Read Joshua 17:14-18 and note how much land Ephraim and Manasseh received! 
          

 Read Joshua 18:1-11 and locate the allotments on the map7 
5. How did the remaining tribes receive their allotments? 

 
In chapters 20 and 21 we read how Joshua designated cities of refuge (ch 20) and towns for the Levites (ch 
21). Finally we are told that the fighting men from the Ruebenites, the Gaddites and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh who had come into Canaan with Joshua were dismissed and sent back across the Jordan – to 
their allotted land (ch 22 cf 1:12-15).  
 
Joshua is obedient to God’s instructions through Moses. But the emphasis in these chapters is on the 
fulfilment of God’s promises. Along the way we see hints that the people will not actually succeed to fully 
conquer and keep their allotted land. And the Levites serve as an ongoing reminder that in the end – it’s 
not all about the land after all.  
 
 
 

What do we make of all this - as New Testament Christians? 
As Bible-literate Christians we ought to know the details in these chapters of Joshua. We should even see 
more in them than the Israelites could have been expected to. We should be able to see these chapters as 
part of a bigger picture – of God’s unfolding plan for salvation. We are not waiting to be given an allotment 
of land in the Middle-East! No, we are awaiting the return of Jesus and the arrival of a new heaven and 
earth (Revelation 21:1ff). While we wait, these chapters help grow our appreciation of God’s faithfulness to 
his promises, and his comprehensive provision for his people. Appreciating the details grows our awe and 
fear of the LORD who has promised that we too will be blessed through Abraham.  
 
Let’s have a look at some of what the New Testament says about Joshua and the promised land. 
 

                                            
7 Even Joshua received an allocation - Joshua 19:49-51 
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 Read Hebrews 4:1-11 

6. What does the writer to the Hebrews say about the ‘rest’ Joshua brought? 
 

7. What ‘rest’ are we to pursue? And how might we ‘fall short of it’? 
 

 Read Hebrews 12:18-29 

8. We are receiving a ‘kingdom that cannot be shaken’. What ought this motivate us to do? 
 

 Think about it  

9.  How do the details in Joshua 12-21 help us appreciate God’s provision for us in Jesus? 
 
 
 
 

The ‘rest’ from war that Israel enjoyed in the land (Joshua 11:23, 23:1), was not complete. But it points 
forward to the ‘rest’ that we will enjoy with God in heaven. And just as the Israelites needed constant 
reminders to fear God and faithfully obey God – so do we, as we seek to trust the LORD’s provision. 

 
 

 
Some things to pray about 

Thank God for his constant provision for us day by day,  but above all thank him for salvation and 
eternal rest 
… 
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Study Seven 

Fear and Serve the LORD  
Joshua 23-24 

 
We could go back over these Bibles Studies to remind us of what we have covered – but there is no need, 
because Joshua takes us through it all anyway. 

 Read Joshua 23 
1. Who does Joshua summon and address these words to? 

 
2. How are Joshua’s words similar to what he was told (back in our first Bible Study)? 

  
3. What warning/s does Joshua give? 

 
After speaking with the ‘leadership’ in Israel, Joshua calls all the tribes to assemble and he speaks to them. 
 

 Read Joshua 24:1-15 

4. Joshua speaks God’s words in first-person. List 
the “I” statements as you think about what God 
has done: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How ought the Israelites respond to all God has 
done? 

 
6. Glance back through your list and note how 

much God did before the people left Egypt. 
Then look at verse 14 again. What is being said 
or implied here? 

 
 
7. Glance ahead to Joshua 24:23. What is being said here? And how does it compare with what 

might reasonably be expected of Israel in v14? 
 
8. Now re-read verse 15. What is Joshua’s challenge to the people? 
  

 Read Joshua 24:16-27 

9. What do the people say they will do? 
 

10. How does Joshua warn them? 
 
11. Joshua sets up one more stone monument – what is its purpose? 
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 Read Joshua 24:28-33 

12. How long are we led to believe Israel’s faithfulness to God lasted? 
 

 Think about it 

13. What does Joshua chapter 24 show about the human heart? 
 

14. What kind of idolatry do you battle with? 
  

The challenge throughout the book of Joshua is to learn to fear the lord and to serve Him alone. 
And that challenge is just as real for us today. But the big difference for us is that God has shown 
us the solution to a sinful heart. 
 
Joshua’s name means ‘God Saves’, and Joshua’s life is testimony to that truth. But it also points to 
the need for a better salvation. Much was achieved in the life-time of Joshua, but the one thing 
that could not be changed is the sinful nature of human hearts. The nation made a covenant (v25), 
but we know that a different covenant is required, one that involves a change of heart. 
 
Joshua of the Old Testament points ahead to the Joshua of the New Testament.  
 

 Read Matthew 1:20-21  
15. Paying attention to the footnotes in your Bible – what does Jesus’ name mean? 

 
16. What will Jesus do? (v21) 

 
As New Testament Christians we are no longer bound to sin and death, we have been freed to serve God.  

 Think about it 

17. In what ways does the salvation and rest God brought Israel under Joshua help us understand 
the salvation and rest God brings in Jesus? 
 

18. While we wait for Jesus’ return, how do we still battle with our human hearts? 
 
The OT book of Joshua stands as a monument to God’s faithfulness, mercy, power, judgement, salvation, and 
provision. It helps teach us to fear the LORD. But it is only through Jesus that we can truly serve God as 
forgiven and transformed people who are freed from sin and death.  

  
Some things to pray about 

Read Colossians 3:1-17 and pray for each other letting these verses shape your prayer.  
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Notes & Things to Pray about 


